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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

1. (Canceled) 

2. (Currently amended) A mobile communication system^ comprising: 

one or more base stations disposed in each of service areas for performing radio 
communication with a mobile station positioned in any of said service areas; 

one or more base station controllers serving as a master station of said one or more 
base stations and having channel station data indicative of whether there is a channel between 
a mobile switching center as a master station thereof and another system mobile switching 
center in another system of different specifications, said one or more base station controllers 
having means for, when a mobile station enters the service area of the other system and then 
an inter-system hand-off control process is to be performed via said mobile switching center as 
the master station while communicating with said mobile station through said base station 
during an in t cr-base^s t ation-contr oiler soft hand-off control proc e ss , determining whether or 
not, based on said channel station data, said mobile switching center as the master station has 
a channel connected to the other system mobile switching center, and, if said mobile switching 
center as the master station has a channel connected to the other system mobile switching 
center, requesting an inter-system hand-off control process as a process for switching 
communication channels between said mobile station and said other system mobile switching 
center to said mobile switching center as the master station, and, if said mobile switching 
center as the master station does not have a channel connected to the other system mobile 
switching center, requesting an intra-system hand-off control process between said mobile 
station and the mobile switching center in a home system; and 

one or more interconnected mobile switching centers serving as a master station of at 
least one of said one or more base station controllers, for performing said hand-off control 
process in a home system when the intra-system hand-off control process is requested, at least 
one of said one or more interconnected mobile switching centers having a communication 
channel connected to the other system mobile switching center, for performing a 
predetermined hand-off control process between itself and said other system mobile switching 
center when said inter-system hand-off control process is requested,. 
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wherein each said one or more mobile switching centers comprises means for, when 
said intra-svstem hand-off control process is requested, selecting a mobile switching center in 
the home system which has a communication channel connected to said other system mobile 
switching center, and performing a hand-off control process between itself and the selected 
mobile switching center . 

3. (Original) A mobile communication system according to claim 2, further comprising a 
communication channel between only a mobile switching center adjacent to a service area of 
the other system including an overlay and said other system mobile switching center. 

4. (Canceled) 

5. (Original) A mobile communication system according to claim 2, wherein said home system 
comprises a mobile communication system according to code division multiple access 
principles. 

6. (Original) A mobile communication system according to claim 3, wherein said home system 
comprises a mobile communication system according to code division multiple access 
principles. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Currently amended) A base station controller in a mobile communication system, said base 
station controller comprising: 

an interconnection to a first mobile switching cen t er, said interconnecti o n center in a 
first mobile communication system; 

a memory having stored therein a channel station data indicative of whether there is a 
channel between said first mobile switching center as a master station thereof and a second 
mobile switching center located in a second system, said second system having a specification 
different from said first system: and 

a control module for, when a mobile station enters a service area of said second system 
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and a hand-off control process is to be performed via said first mobile switching center as the 
master station while communication with a said mobile station through a base station 
controlled by said base station controller, determining from said channel station data w hether 
or not said first mobile switching center as the mast e r station has a channel connected to said 
second mobile switching center o r n o t, based on said channel sta t ion dat a , wherein: 

if said first mobile switching center is determined to have said connection to 
said second mobile switching center, said control module requests an inter-svstem hand-off: 
and. 

if said first mobile switching center is determined not to have said connection 
to said second mobile switching center, said control module requests an intra-svstem hand-off 
to another mobile switching center in said first system that does have said connection to said 
second mobile switching center . 

9. (Currently amended) The base station controller of claim 8, wherei n, if said firs t m o bil e 
swi t ching cent e r as the master station has a channel connected to said second m o bile switching 
cent e r, said cont r ol module f urth er re qu e sts a hand'-off control process as a process for 
switching communication channels fo r communication with said mobil e sta t io n said first 
system comprises a mobile communication system according to code division multiple access 
principles . 

10. (Currently amended) A method of communicating with a mobile station, said method 
comprising: 

providing a base station controller in a first m obile communication system wherein a 
mobile station is located, said base station controller having an interconnection to a first 
mobile switching center in said first system, said int e rconn e ction base station controller h aving 
stored in a memory therein a channel station data indicative of whether there is a channel 
between said first mobile switching center serving as a master station thereof and a second 
mobile switching cente r in a second mobile communication system, said second mobile 
communication system having a specification different from a specification of said first system : 
and 

determining, based on said channel station data, when a mobile station enters a service 
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area of said second system and then a hand-off control process is to be performed via said first 
mobile switching center as the master station while communication with t rsaid mobile station 
through a base station controlled by said base station controller to a base station in said second 
system, whether or not said first mobile switching center as the master station has a channel 
connected to said second mobile switching center; 

if it is determined that no channel is connected, requesting an intra-svstem handoffto 
another mobile switching center in said first system that has such connection; and 

if it is determined that a channel is connected, requesting an inter-svstem handoff to 
said second mobile switching center in said second system . 

1 1. (Currently amended) The method of claim 10, fuithu comprising: 

if said firs t m o bile switching cen t er as the master s t ati o n lias a channel c o nnect e d to 
sai d s e c o nd m o bile switching c e nt e r, r e qu e sting a hand-off con t rol proc e ss as a proc e ss for 
switcliin& communicati o n channels f o r communication with said mobile statio n wherein said 
first system comprises a mobile communication system according to code division multiple 
access principles . 

12. (Currently amended) The mobil e communication system method of claim -t 10. w herein 
said mast e r station cumpris e s a home syst e m for a mobil e station, and said chann e l b e tw ee n 
said master station and said another m o bil e switching center compris e s an in t erconnection to 
exchange inf o rmati o n o f mobile stations be t ween mobile switching cen ter s a communication 
channel between a mobile switching center in said first system and a mobile switching center in 
said second system occurs only between a mobile switching center in said first system that is 
adjacent to a service area of said second system and that includes an overlay . 

13-17. (Canceled) 
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